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Perspectives from the Guest Student EditorWelcome to this student focussed issue of the IJS. Much of the
content has been created especially for students and written by
students. In the current arena of Medicine and extensive career
choices available in Surgery, it is becoming increasingly paramount
for medical students to explore and develop their individual
academic interests in different ﬁelds – which is where this student
focussed IJS issue comes in. This special issue of the IJS provides the
ultimate forum for medical students from across the UK and inter-
nationally to express their opinions and share ideas on awide range
of issues relating to pursuing a career in Surgery and associated
surgical specialties.
There are a number of articles relevant to students, featuring
topics which range from the novel use of Robotics and Simulation
in Modern Surgical techniques to Perspectives on Surgical Practice
in a Developing Country. Of particular interest in this issue are the
articles we have featured focussing on surgical practices in China
(pages xxx) and Calabar, Nigeria (pages xxx). This issue provides
an insight into how the educational and resource infrastructures
work in different countries and enable us to draw comparisons
with surgical practices in the UK. These articles are insightful into
frameworks for surgery and experiences in these two countries
which vary widely in their approach to training. These topics are
highly relevant for medical students and junior doctors in training
to expand their knowledge about worldwide surgical training pro-
grammes available.
A stimulating analysis of the notion of Super-specialism in
Surgery among young trainees (pages xxx) highlights a recent
and topical surgical case of interest through exploring the complex
condition of Cardiac Transposition which impacted both the media
and provided discussion in the global surgical community alike.
This article provides our readers with interesting perspectives on
this rare surgical case and the novel strategies for surgical repair
in this context which would be of great interest to our student
readers and qualiﬁed surgeons.
A brief history of the training pathways currently in place for
young trainees aiming for a career in surgery is outlined in our1743-9191/$ – see front matter  2008 Surgical Associates Ltd. Published by Elsevier Lt
doi:10.1016/j.ijsu.2008.10.010exciting feature on Career choices in 21st century healthcare (pages
xxx) which discusses Modernising Medical Careers (MMC) and the
current approach to applications and training schemes available
with issues raised from a student perspective towards the current
arena for surgical training.
As a current 5th year clinical medical student myself, I ﬁnd the
collection of original research articles and teaching discussions in
the IJS to be considerably useful to a student as an aid to gaining
wider perspectives on surgical practices and teaching from world
experts in the main Journal and innovative thinking from my
student peers from different institutions across the world which I
can relate to and discuss within this special issue.
The aim of this student focussed issue was to create an environ-
ment of new thinking and learning amongst students who can
share their differing experiences and ideas relating to surgical
issues. This issue of the IJS hopes to stimulate and spark discussion
within the IJS frommedical students from across the world through
its readership and I would encourage the readers to send their
thoughts and ideas to the IJS via the online gateway http://ees.
elsevier.com/ijs.
As Guest Student Editor, I strongly welcome any ideas or contri-
butions you, our valued readers, have and encourage you to contact
me by e-mail with any manuscript ideas. I would like to thank the
authors of the articles featured in our ﬁrst issue and we hope to
include many articles from our readers in the future.
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